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Abstract The purpose of this application is to conserve in its accepted usage the specific 
name of the Silurian graptolite Monograptus crenulatus. Tornquist (1881) established 
the nominal species crenulatus and Elies & Wood (1911) used his name for specimens 
from Wales which have since been shown to be non-conspecific with Tornquist’s 
species, which is a synonym of Monograptus vomerinus vonierinus (Nicholson, 1872). 
Monograptus crenulatus sensu Elies & Wood gives its name to the important 
Monoclimacis crenulatus Biozone. It is proposed that the nominal species crenulatus be 
attributed to Elies & Wood, 1911, and that one of the specimens figured by them be 
designated lectotype. 



1. Tornquist (1881, pp. 438, pi. 17, figs. 4a-d) described a new species Monograptus 
crenulatus from the ‘retiolitesskiffern' (Silurian) of Nitsjo and Stygforsen, Sweden. 

2. Wood (1906, p. 657) erected the Monograptus crenulatus Biozone, the type 
locality being the Trannon River section in Wales. 

3. Elies & Wood (1911, pp. 412-413, text figs. 278a-e, pi. 41, figs. 4a-d) in their 
Monograph of British Graptolites described and figured specimens which they named 
Monograptus vomerinus (Nicholson, 1872) var. crenulatus (Tornquist). All the speci- 
mens figured, except that figured as pi. 41, fig. 4d, were from Wood’s (1906) collections 
from the Trannon district. This monograph, published between 1901 and 1918, became 
the standard guide for graptolite identification for the 50 years subsequent to its 
publication and is still widely used. 

4. Prior to 1970 Elies & Wood’s specimens of Monograptus crenulatus had been 
universally accepted as specimens of M. crenulatus Tdrnquist. References to 
M. crenulatus during this period are based on Elies & Wood’s (1911) description (e.g. 
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Pribyl, 1940, pp. 7-8, pi. 2, figs. 17-18; Waterlot, 1945, p. 76, fig. 323 (pars); Miinch, 
1952, p. 120, pi. 38, figs. 6a-b; Romariz, 1962, pp. 264 265, pi. 13, fig. 19). 

5. In 1970 Rickards (p. 177) questioned the validity of Tornquist’s species 
Monoclimacis cremdata^ and referred to MonocHmacis crenulata sensu Elies & Wood. 
Bjerreskov (1975, pp. 56-57) measured specimens of Monograptus cremdatus 
Tornquist from the type areas of Nittsjo and Stygforsen. She concluded: These speci- 
mens have measurements so close to those of Monograptus vomerinus vonierinus and a 
revision will probably show that they have to be included in this species. However, 
M. cremdatus sensu Elies & Wood is quite different from M. vomerinus vomerinus, and 
this form should be maintained as a separate species or subspecies’. 

6. Examination by one of us (D.K.L.) of the type material of Monoclimacis 
crenulata (Tornquist) and of the neotype of Monoclimacis vomerina vomerina con^xms 
that, contrary to Elies & Wood’s thinking, the two are conspecific. This neotype was 
selected by Strachan (1971, p. 65) as BU 1542, housed in the Lapworth Museum of 
Birmingham University, and figured by Elies & Wood (191 1, pi. 41, fig. la); it is from 
the Riccarton Beds of Elliotsfield, S. Scotland. 

7. Monoclimacis crenulata (sensu Elies & Wood) has been used widely as an indi- 
cator of the Monoclimacis crenulata Biozone. Rickards (1976, p. 166) noted that the 
recognition of the M. crenulata Biozone was based largely on the occurrence of 
M. crenulata (sensu Elies & Wood). Cocks et al. (1984, p. 173, fig. 69) included the 
M. crenulata Biozone as part of the ‘standard scale of graptolite zones’ in their paper 
The Llandovery Series of the Type Area. Rickards (1989, p. 269, fig. 169), in A global 
standard for the Silurian System, included the Monoclimacis crenulata Biozone in his 
table of biozones ‘most widely in use in international correlation’. 

8. It is desirable to retain the accepted usage of the species Monoclimacis crenulata 
and of the Monoclimacis crenulata Biozone. We therefore propose that the specific 
name crenulata be attributed to Elies & Wood (1911) and not to Tornquist (1881). 
Subject to acceptance of this proposal, we select the specimen figured by Elies & Wood 
(191 1) as text fig. 278a as thelectotype of Monograptus cremdatus Elies & Wood, 1911. 
This specimen, from Wood’s (1906) collection of graptolites from the Trannon area, is 
housed in Birmingham University, where it is registered as BU 1555 (see Strachan, 
1971, p. 108). 

9. The International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature is accordingly asked: 

(1) to use its plenary powers to suppress the specific name cremdatus Tornquist, 
1881, as published in the binomen Monograptus cremdatus, and all uses of that 
name prior to its publication by Elies & Wood (191 1), for the purposes of both 
the Principle of Priority and the Principle of Homonymy; 

(2) to place on the Official List of Specific Names in Zoology the name cremdatus 
Elies & Wood, 1911, as published in the trinomen Monograptus vomerinus 
cremdatus and as defined by the lectotype designated in para. 8 above; 

(3) to place on the Official Index of Rejected and Invalid Specific Names in Zoology 
the name cremdatus Tornquist, 1881, as published in the binomen Monograptus 
cremdatus and as suppressed in (1) above. 

References 

Bjerreskov, M. 1975. Llandoverian and Wenlockian graptolites from Bornholm. Fossils and 
Strata, 8: 1-94. 



48 



Bulletin of Zoological Nomenclature 49( I ) March 1992 



Cocks, L.R.M., Woodcock, N.H., Rickards, R.B., Temple, J.T. & Lane, P.D. 1984. The 
Llandovery Series of the Type Area. Bulletin of the British Museum (Natural History), 
Geology, 2^^: 131-182. 

Elies, G.L. & Wood, E.M.R. 191 1. A monograph of British graptolites. Part 8. Palaeontographi- 
cal Society ( Monograph), 359-414. 

Miinch, A. 1952. Die Graptolithen aus dem anstehenden Gotlandium Deutschlands und der 
Tschechoslowakei. Geologica,!: 1-157. 

Pfibyl, A. 1940. Revise ceskych graptolitu rodu Monoclimacis, Freeh. Rozpravy II. Tfidy Ceske 
Akademie,50: 1-19. 

Rickards, R.B. 1970. In Burgess, I.C., Rickards, R.B. & Strachan, I. The Silurian strata of the 
Cross Fell area. Bulletin of the Geological Survey of Great Britain, 32: 167-182. 

Rickards, R.B. 1976. The sequence of Silurian graptolite zones in the British Isles. Geological 
Journal, 11: 153-188. 

Rickards, R.B. 1989. Exploitation of graptoloid cladogenesis in Silurian stratigraphy. Pp. 267- 
274 in Holland, C.H. & Bassett, M.G. (Eds.). A global standard for the Silurian System. 
National Museum of Wales, Geological Series, No. 9. 325 pp. Cardiff. 

Romariz, C. 1 962. Graptolitos do Silurico Portugues. Revista da Faculdade de Ciencias de Lisboa, 
(C)10: 114-305. 

Strachan, I. 1971 . A synoptic supplement to ‘A monograph of British graptolites by Miss G.L. 
Elies and Miss E.M.R. Wood’. Palaeontographical Society ( Monograph), 1-130. 

Tornquist, S.L. 1 88 1 . Om nagra graptolitarter fran Dalarne. Geologiska Foreningens i Stockholm 
Fdrhandlingar, 5: 434-445. 

Waterlot, G. 1945. Les graptolites du Maroc. Notes et Memoires, Protectorat de la Republique 
Frangaise au Maroc. Division des Mines et de la Geologie, Service Geologique, 63: 1-112. 

Wood, E.M.R. 1906. The Tarannon Series of Tarannon. Quarterly Journal of the Geological 
Society of London, 62: 644— 701 . 



